
An Accident and a Lesson

Submitted by Doug Chabot on Wed, 03/12/2014 - 12:15

In a career of 15 years I have investigated a lot of avalanches. The most interesting ones are unintentionally
triggered and are intriguing because they usually involve a series of decision-making failures only obvious in
hindsight. This winter has been rich in such experiences. Folks have triggered many avalanches and a few have
been caught and one died. Over President’s weekend three skiers were in an avalanche they triggered while
skinning up Beehive Basin to the north of Big Sky. Small mistakes stacked up to create a potentially deadly
situation.
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